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As is customary, this edition is devoted to 
the annual report of the IFORS administrative 
committee (AC). It also marks the end of the 
term of office of this AC. Some of the reports 
therefore cover the three-year period from 
2007 to 2009. From all the various reports 
it is clear much was accomplished during this 
period.

As IFORS newsletter editor, this is the last 
edition that I will be responsible for. Exactly a 
year ago I indicated to the AC that I would like 
to step down. It has been a great privilege to be 
the first editor of this newsletter and getting this 
new communication channel going between 
IFORS and its ‘members’. In this regard I 
need to thank Elise del Rosario for having the 
confidence in me to take on this task and for 
all the support and assistance she offered over 
the past three years. No newsletter could exist 
without news, articles and other contributions. 
I would like to thank all those willing authors 
for writing and submitting articles. It has always 
been a pleasure to interact with them. The Hans Ittmann with Elise del Rosario

Editorial

From the New IFORS President
About our newsletter, we may ask ourselves exactly the same question as about cell phones, 
namely: “How did we manage to live without it?” It is true that it has now become an indispensable 
communication instrument. I would therefore like to take this opportunity to express the gratitude 
of the whole IFORS community to Hans Ittmann who has been the first editor of our newsletter.

We are now used to receiving an edition regularly, bringing us various news about IFORS, regional 
events or about trends in the developments of OR and its often surprising fields of applications. 
We are very grateful that Hans accepted this important mission of developing such an efficient 
bulletin for creating links between IFORS members, stimulating their minds and motivating them 
to undertake even more research.

This newsletter is now a well-recognised tool that all of us appreciate for its educational content 
and that we can use in our efforts to increase the visibility of the Federation. On behalf of all 
of us, I express our gratitude to Hans for such a successful product during the first years of the 
newsletter’s existence.

We are also grateful to Elise del Rosario who has volunteered to take the responsibility of heading 
the new editorial team of the newsletter. In the same way that Hans who, in addition to his job 
of editor of the newsletter, had also organised the 2008 IFORS Triennial Conference, Elise will, 
parallel with her editorial duties, continue to serve as our Past President. We thank both of them 
for their deep dedication to IFORS.

Our best wishes go to Elise for the coming years of the newsletter. We are all sure that her 
remarkable talents of communication will benefit the whole IFORS community and even beyond 
the Federation.

Dominique de Werra        
IFORS President 2010-2012, Dominique.dewerra@epfl.ch     

positive responses by people to my requests 
were very gratifying.

Elise del Rosario is now taking on the 
responsibility as IFORS newsletter editor and 
we all wish her well with this task!

Hans W Ittmann
Newsletter editor, hittmann@csir.co.za 
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2009 IFORS
President’s Report

The year 2009 marks the end of the current administrative committee’s term. As President, I would like to thank the AC for its commitment and 
contribution. Herewith a list of the AC team members and their responsibilities:

As President I was responsible for the general 
oversight, and also took responsibility/
accountability for the newsletter and the 
website. 

Overview 
The current AC’s term started in 2007 and 
continued until. Regular programs that formed 
a significant part of the AC’s activities included 
conferences, IDL, publications and interactions 
with developing countries. The latter part 
of 2009 was spent on ensuring a smooth 
transition of programs and administrative 
tasks to the new committee.  

The regional Vice Presidents (VPs) were 
particularly active, with NORAM and triennial 
APORS meetings held during 2009, as well 
as the selection of IFORS scholars sponsored 
to attend the EURO and ALIO workshops. 

Thomas Magnanti - USA
Immediate Past-President,

adviser

Michel Gendreau - Canada 
Vice President, Publications, 

ITOR, IAOR and other publications

Peter Bell - Canada 
Treasurer, financial management 

and Teachers’ Workshops

Tatsuo Oyama - Japan
Vice President representing 

the Association of Asia Pacific 
Operations Research Societies 

(APORS), regional scholarships, 
new societies

Horacio Yanasse - Brazil
Vice President representing the 

Latin American Ibero Association 
on Operations Research (ALIO), 

regional scholarships, new societies 
and International Conference on 

OR for Development (ICORD)

M. Grazia Speranza - Italy
Vice President representing 
the Association of European 

Operational Research Societies 
(EURO), regional scholarships, 

new societies

Michael Trick - USA
Vice President representing the 
Association of North American 
Operations Research Societies 
(NORAM), Conferences, 50th 

Anniversary, IDL, website review 
committee, bylaw amendment, 

conference manual review.

Mary Magrogan - USA
Secretary, 

general administration

Two new societies were welcomed as IFORS 
members, with other societies at various 
stages of their membership application.  

The website and the IFORS newsletter 
continued to keep the IFORS community 
informed of news, views, research and practice 
in the OR world. A survey of OR practices in 
the IFORS circle was launched during 2009. 

Regional Activities
The regional VPs closely monitored and 
actively participated in several activities 
within the APORS, ALIO, EURO and NORAM 
and their member societies. During 2009, 
Uruguay (ALIO) and Iran (APORS) became 
IFORS members. OR societies from Peru 
(ALIO), Nepal (APORS), Romania (EURO) and 
Estonia (EURO) were in various stages of their 
applications by the end of the year.   

As IFORS President, I represented the society 
at the Jonathan Rosenhead@70 event, a fitting 
recognition ceremony of one of the IFORS 
stalwarts in the area of developing countries. 
I also represented IFORS at the Bonn Euro, 
China ISORA, and Jaipur APORS conferences. 

The ALIO and EURO regional VPs solicited, 
screened and selected applicants for an IFORS 
initiative that aims to establish a network of 
promising young OR researchers with less 
than 10 years’ experience  and to encourage 
future collaborative work. IFORS paid for the 
air fares of the successful scholars while the 
local organizers provided accommodation, 
program fees and living expenses. In addition, 
a contribution was made towards the 
accommodation expenses during the ELAVIO 
(Escuela Latinoamericana de Verano de 
Investigacion Operativa) 2009 in Mexico.>> 
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IFORS President’s Report - continued

Two IFORS scholars were also sponsored 
to attend the ESWI (EURO Summer Winter 
Institutes) 2009 in Spain.  

IFORS paid towards the expenses of participants 
who attended the 2009 EURO Working Group 
workshop on OR for Developing Countries. 
The activity aimed to provide a forum for 
doctoral students and others involved in OR 
and development to share their research 
activities, encourage the establishment and 
maintenance of a research network, and 
foster an environment that supports activities 
in practical OR research areas. An IFORS 
member was also a speaker at this workshop. 

The APORS Triennial Conference of 2009 was 
held in Jaipur, India and featured the IFORS 
IDL as well as the IFORS-INFORMS Teachers’ 
Workshop. Spearheaded by the US Institute 
for Operations Research and the Management 
Sciences (INFORMS), the programme was 
aimed at honing the skills and effectiveness of 
OR teachers. Presenters’ expenses were paid 
for by the sponsoring organisations. IFORS 
sponsored one of the workshop presented.      

New Initiative
During the year, the IFORS AC committed 
to undertaking a survey of OR practice in 
member countries. The survey was designed 
to obtain a better understanding of the use of 
quantitative tools, techniques and approaches 
and the impact of these on decision-making 
in organisations, as well as the background 
of the OR analysts involved. It is expected 
that the survey results will assist IFORS 
with promotional activities of OR in member 
countries. John Ranyard (UK) was appointed 
as the survey project leader with support 
from Professor Robert Fildes (Lancaster 
Management Science) and Alastair Robertson 
(Lancaster Management Science). The 
survey results will be presented at the 2011 
conference.

On going Programs
IFORS News
The IFORS News, with Hans Ittmann (South 
Africa), as editor, provided members with a 
quarterly update of events and member society 
milestones, interesting research, in-depth 
perspectives, and OR work from around the 
world. Articles featured included celebrations by 
the OR societies of Australia, Austria, Uruguay 
and Eastern Africa; a feature on the lives and 
service to IFORS by Arne Jessen, Margaret 
Allen and Jonathan Rosenhead; and regional 
perspectives from Germany by Heiner Muller 
Merbach, from Japan by Tatsuo Oyama, and the 
ALIO group from Hector Cancela; In addition 

informative articles were published on OR in 
forestry, in sport and in rural electrification. 
An account was given of OR applications in 
logistics in the wine industry and an article 
on elections forecasting, while three IFORS 
fellows’ shared their participation in IFORS 
activities. A thought-provoking discussion on 
the Bariloche model was published, as well 
as a book review of Humanitarian Logistics. 
The newsletter also covered the election of an 
Operations Researcher to the position of Prime 
Minister of Japan.   

Alerts were sent to the national societies when 
editions of the newsletter were published on 
the IFORS website. The June edition devoted 
to the 2008 annual report was printed 
for distribution at conferences and sent to 
members by post.   

IFORS Website

Continuously evolving web technologies kept 
the web developer busy in investigating options 
that will provide a welcoming, responsive and 
informative environment for web visitors. To 
this end, the web master has implemented a 
new design; converted the existing website to 
a database driven version; improved members’ 
login system and the addition of a password 
retrieval feature; implemented a ‘comments’ 
feature on news items as well as an advanced 
search facility; added a translation facility of 
the website content for 52 languages and 
implemented various options to stimulate 
discussions. 

Site activity monitoring showed an increased 
number of visitors and greater usage as the 
web by members to cast their votes on issues 
submitted for decision.  

OR in Developing Countries 
OR practice in developing countries continued 
to be one of the focal points of IFORS. As 
mentioned under the regional activities, 
financial support was provided throughout 
the year for OR students and teachers in 
developing countries.     

Preparations for the IFORS Prize for OR in 
Development competition started this year. 
This initiative aims to highlight outstanding 
work that shows how OR has been used to help 
specific organisations in their decision-making 
processes within the context of a developing 
country and developmental issues. As an added 
incentive for participation, the AC approved 
the proposal by the 2011 competition chair 
Subhash Datta (India) to double the prize 
money to USD 4,000 and 2,000 for the winner 
and runner up, respectively. In addition, it is 
no longer a requirement that authors should 
be nationals of developing countries.  

IFORS Distinguished Lecture (IDL)

The IFORS Distinguished Lecture (IDL) is a 
regular contribution which serves to recognize 
OR professionals who have excelled in their 
fields. A rigorous nomination and screening 
process, headed by the conference chair, led 
to the selection of the following people: 

2009, June Richard Karp 

CORS-INFORMS 2009, Toronto, Canada 

2009, July Christos Papadimitriou

EURO XXIII, Bonn, Germany

2009, December Jonathan Caulkins

APORS, Jaipur, India  

2010, July Garrett van Ryzin 

ALIO/INFORMS,  Buenos Aires

2010, June John Nash 

EURO XXIV, Lisbon, Portugal

Conferences 
The current AC was involved in the selection 
of the 2011triennial site, namely Melbourne 
in Australia. The committee coordinated 
preparatory activities with the local organising 
chair Patrick Tobin (Australia) and the 
conference chair Janny Leung (Hongkong).  
For the 2014 triennial, a single bid from Spain 
resulted in that country being the host in that 
year. 

Publications
Initiatives that started during the administration 
of Tom Magnanti continued regarding the 
International Abstracts in Operations Research 
(IAOR) and International Transactions in 
Operational Research (ITOR). 

The IAOR system development sought to 
modernize the product by making it an 
“online-based” rather than a “print-based” 
product. Activities to improve speed and 
comprehensiveness by getting abstracts 
and allowing access to online subscribers 
continued under the direction of Hugh 
Bradley (USA) and IAOR editor David Smith 
(UK). From the third edition of 2009, all 
issues are being produced using the “Editor’s 
Workbench”, which facilitates the electronic 
capture of material. The workbench continues 
to undergo testing and refinement with strong 
support by our publishers.  

ITOR editor Celso Ribeiro (Brazil) spearheaded 
various initiatives on the composition of 
the editorial board and launching of special 
editions. A new publishing agreement was 
signed with a substantial increase in number 
of pages. The new electronic editorial 
office powered by Manuscript Central >> 
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EURO is the Association of 
European Operational Research 
Societies within IFORS. 
The President of EURO from 1 January 2009 
until the end of 2010 is Valerie Belton from the 
United Kingdom. The current EURO Executive 
Committee members, besides the President, 
are Gerhard Wäscher (Germany), Marc Sevaux 
(France) and Jesper Larsen (Denmark). 
The permanent treasurer is Marino Widmer 
(Switzerland) and the web master is Bernard 
Fortz (Belgium). Philippe Van Asbroeck is the 
permanent secretary and Véronique Bastin 
the newsletter editor. The President-elect is M 
Grazia Speranza from Italy, who will be EURO 
President in 2011-2012. From 1 January 
2010 the IFORS VP representing EURO is 
Martine Labbé from Belgium

In 2009 the EURO XXIII Conference took 
place in Bonn and was a great success. 
The number of participants was 2 387 and 
exceeded the previous record of the EURO 
XXII Conference that was held in Prague, 
confirming the trend of increasing success of 
the EURO conferences.  

At the EURO XXIII Conference in Bonn several 
awards were bestowed:

Excellence in Practice Award: Carlo •	
Mannino, Dipartimento di Informatica 
e Sistemistica, Università di Roma “La 
Sapienza” and Alessandro Mascis, 
Bombardier Transportation, Italy.

Euro Doctoral Dissertation Award: •	
Tobias Achterberg, Technishen 
Universität Berlin, Germany.

Gold Medal: Jacques F. Benders, •	
Eindhoven University of Technology 
and Frank P. Kelly, Christ’s College 
and Cambridge University, UK.

Management Science Strategic •	
Innovation Prize: Lars Kjær Nielsen 
and Gábor Maróti, Rotterdam School 
of Management, Erasmus University, 
The Netherlands.

EURO Distinguished Service Medal: •	
Jakob Krarup.

The EURO XXIV Conference will be held in 
Lisbon (Portugal), on 11-14 July 2009. 

Most of the EURO member societies organised 
their national conferences in 2009. Many 
of the national conferences are becoming 
more international and attract, besides OR 
researchers from the organising country, 
also other European OR researchers and 
researchers from elsewhere.  

The 28 EURO Working Groups represent 
European-wide scientific networks on all 
major topics of OR. Most EURO Working 
Groups had a meeting in 2009 where the 
members exchanged ideas, experiences and 
research results, and supported each other 
with research. In addition to their annual 
meetings, the groups organise conference 
sessions, publish features in the European 
Journal of Operational Research or other OR 
journals, and organise seminars.  

In addition to the large EURO-k conferences 
on OR-subjects and in support of the 
established EURO Working Groups, a series 
of so-called Mini EURO Conferences (MEC) 
was initiated in 1984. The objective is to 
assemble a limited number of specialists 
around a specific theme. The 24th Mini EURO 
Conference on “Continuous Optimization 
and Information-Based Technologies in The 
Financial Sector” will be held on 23-26 June 
2010 in Izmir, Turkey.

The ORP3 is the EURO peripatetic conference, 
each one hosted by a renowned European 
centre in OR. It is organised biannually and 
is devoted to OR in its broadest sense.  ORP3 
aims at being a forum promoting scientific and 
social exchanges between members of the 
future generation of OR in academic research 
and industry. The next ORP3 will be held in 
Cádiz, Spain, on 13-16 September 2011.

The series of EURO Summer and Winter 
Institutes (ESWIs) was launched in 1984. 
Hardly any other EURO instrument has had 
such an impact on future generations of OR 
people. Each ESWI, organised by a national 
society, focuses on a particular subject. The 
basic idea is that around 20 early-stage 
researchers, all with an unpublished paper 
within the specific theme, meet for about two 
week. They present their material, discuss it 
with others and with a handful of specially 
invited senior experts in the field. The EURO 
Summer Institute 2009 was held in Lleida, 
Spain, on 25 July to 8 August on “OR in 
Agriculture and Forest Management”. The 
next EURO Summer Institute will be held 
in Klagenfurt, Austria on 20 August to 4 
September 2010, with the theme “Nonlinear 
Methods in Combinatorial Optimization”. 

Detailed information on EURO and its activities 
is on the EURO website: www.euro-online.org. 

M. Grazia Speranza
VP representing EURO   
speranza@eco.unibs.it     

was launched, contributing to increased 
effectiveness of the refereeing procedure and a 
reduction in refereeing time. Results for 2009 
showed not only an increase in the number of 
editions, pages and papers published, but also 
an impressive earnings increase of 31% over 
the previous year.  

Financial and 
Administrative Matters: 
Transitioning to the 
New AC
The Treasurer reported for 2009 an 
above-budget surplus of about $56,000, a net 
result of delayed revenue inflows in 2008 due 
to decreases in interest income and exchange 
rate losses.  

Although the 2010 budget shows an operating 
loss of $26,733, with final results hinging on 
external factors such as interest and exchange 
rates, IFORS remains in good financial health 
and is well positioned to tackle its projects. 

The period also saw a review of the IFORS 
Bylaws. An Amendment to Bylaw 1 (e) of the 
IFORS statutes was submitted to the general 
membership and subsequently approved. 
The change eliminated the need to publish a 
volume to act as proceedings to the triennial 
conference. In addition, the conference 
manual provided to member society bidders 
for the triennial conferences was reviewed and 
changes incorporated.  

Since a well-oiled administrative support team 
is essential to the effective functioning of any 
organisation, a review of administrative costs 
and tasks was undertaken during the period. 
A guideline document was produced on the 
provision of internal and external administrative 
services. Efforts were started to establish and 
strengthen links with peer societies.  

The five AC meetings held in the year provided 
a way to discuss and monitor progress on the 
various initiatives on a more regular basis.   

This 2009 Annual Report contains the 
financial results for the three-year period. The 
complete report on the term of this AC appears 
the December 2009 edition of IFORS News.  

Concluding Remarks
This annual report marks the end of the 
three-year term of the current AC. On behalf of 
the 2007-2009 officers, I would like to thank 
members for their support and for giving us 
the opportunity to serve on the committee. 
The new AC will count on you to help it take 
the IFORS agenda forward.   

Elise del Rosario
IFORS President, 2007-2009  
elise@jgdelrosario.com     



Treasurer’s Report
IFORS FINANCIALS (in US Dollars)

Audited Results 2007-2009

2007 2008 2009

(Audited) (Audited) (Audited)

INCOME

Member Society Dues

        

22,752 6,248 19,459 

Royalities

IAOR 101,366       25,173 74,361 

ITOR 38,770       35,144 54,460

Interest   38,046       27,283 5,163

Other Income 170         4,100 

Triennial Conferences

South Africa 08      58,454

Special Conferences

TOTAL INCOME 201,104 156,402 153,443

EXPENSES

Triennial 
Conferences

South Africa 08 2,860 

Australia 11 3,575 

Barcelona 14 2,135 

Activities

Administrative Committee 10,086 17,353 12,158 

Publications Committee

IAOR Editor 11,000 20,304 12,500 

ITOR Editor 2,881 29,602 20,946 

Other 4,362 5,456 -   

Scientific Activities & External Affairs

IDL, Fellowships, & Grants 3,540 8,572 11,683 

IFORS Website 2,000 3,793 2,272 

Education 
Committee

 4,645

External Affairs 3,500 3,500 

Meetings Committee

Program-IFORS2008 5,000

Program IFORS2011 938

Other

Developing Countries Committee 14,410 6,428 9,769 

General Business Operations

Office & Secretary 47,358 44,556 46,014

Auditor 3,154 3,000 3,000

Banking 122 575 1,522

Exchange difference (195) (83)

TOTAL EXPENSES 102,413 152,589 129,289

OPERATING RESULT 98,691 3,813 24,154

The IFORS financial position 
continues to be strong.  Some cash 

flow variation results in a variance 
between the audited results and the 
preliminary financial results reported 
in January 2010. Cash revenues for 
2009 were strong as a result of high 

IAOR royalties ($116,000), which 
reflect a late payment (accrued 

to 2008) and membership dues 
received ($44,460), which were 

also well above average as a result 
of diligent efforts by Mary Magrogan 

to collect past-due accounts. The 
net effect was that IFORS cash 

revenues ($206,900) substantially 
exceeded budget ($179,700). On an 

accrual basis, the audited revenues 
($153,443) were a little below budget 

($179,700).  This variance mostly 
reflects a large decline in interest 

revenues as a result of the downturn 
of global interest rates. 

The 2009 approved budget called for expenditures 
of $213,000 but actual (audited) expenses were 
only $128,712. Since we budgeted for a deficit, 
some of this expense reduction represented cost 
savings, but many committee budgets (including 
Scientific Activities, Developing Countries and 
Education) were significantly underutilized.  
Expenses for administrative activities (committees 
and the secretariat) were mostly constant.   

The end result was that IFORS generated a surplus 
of $24,154 in 2009. 

The 2010 budget (approved by the IFORS AC in 
Bonn) shows an operating loss of $26,733. This 
negative bottom line has however already been 
increased by the decline in interest rates – our CDs 
are now paying interest at 0.25%! However, the 
final result depends strongly on the pound sterling/$ 
exchange rate and a falling dollar (or improving 
pound) helps IFORS’s annual account since our 
journal royalties are paid in pound sterling. 

On balance, 2009 did not materially change 
IFORS’s financial strength. Our very conservative 
investment strategy with our reserves in US dollars 
has resulted in erosion of our asset base versus 
strong currencies (the EURO) but gains against 
weak currencies (sterling). Prospects for the future 
are sound with the only significant financial threat 
being external factors such as interest rates and 
exchange rates.   

In view of the society’s financial position and 
prospects, no change in member society dues is 
recommended at this time. 

Peter Bell 
Treasurer, PBell@Ivey.ca     

ANNUAL REPORT 2009                      JUNE 2010 • IFORS  NEWS  •  5



In 2009, the board of ALIO comprised:

President

Héctor Cancela    
Universidad de la República, Uruguay  
cancela@fing.edu.uy.

Vice-presidents

Andrés Medaglia    
Universidad de los Andes, Colombia  
amedagli@uniandes.co

Marcela González Araya   
Universidad de Talca, Chile   
mgonzalez@utalca.cl

Secretary

Nélida Etchebest   
Universidad Nacional de la Plata, 
Argentina opti@cacho.mate.unlp.edu.ar

IFORS-Vice-president    
representing ALIO
Horacio Hideki Yanasse   
Instituto Nacional de Pesquisas Espaciais, 
Brasil, horacio@lac.inpe.br

ALIO´s purpose is to promote the exchange 
of experiences and information among 
researchers, academics and practitioners 
working on OR in the region, and to encourage 
the use of techniques and methodologies 
relating to this discipline. The main goals 
include to contribute to, establish and 
strengthen ties between researchers and 
practitioners of countries within ALIO, and 
to help young undergraduate and graduate 
students with their professional development.

The main tools used to achieve these goals 
are the following two events: the CLAIO 
(Latin-Iberoamerican Congress on Operations 
Research), that has been taking place 
biannually since 1982 in different Latin 
American cities, and the ELAVIO (Escuela 
Latinoamericana de Verano de Investigación 
Operativa.) Both of these events have been 
held annually since 1994, with attendance 
between 50 and 70 young scholars from 
Latin America and more recently from other 
countries following agreements with IFORS, 
CORS and EURO. 

XV CLAIO (http://meetings2.informs.org/
BuenosAires2010/) will be held from 6 to 9 
June 2010 in Buenos Aires, Argentina. It will 

be a joint international meeting with INFORMS. 
The conference will be held at the Law School 
of Buenos Aires University (Facultad de 
Derecho de la Universidad de Buenos Aires) 
at Recoleta, ant elegant district in the city 
of Buenos Aires. The programme includes 
plenaries given by IFORS Distinguished Lecture 
presenter Garrett van Ryzin from Columbia 
University, USA, David Simchi-Levi from the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, USA, 
Celso Carneiro Ribeiro from Universidade 
Federal Fluminense, Brazil, keynote speakers, 
Egon Balas from Carnegie Mellon, USA, 
James J Cochran from the Louisiana Tech 
University, USA, Paul Glasserman from 
Columbia University, USA, Ralph Keeney from 
Duke University, USA, and Christopher S Tang 
from UCLA Anderson School of Management, 
USA.  The programme also includes a large 
number of tutorials on a variety of topics such 
as revenue management, dynamic games 
in finance, multi-objective path problems: 
methods, software and applications, staffing 
and scheduling pptimisation in call Centres, 
metaheuristics for optimisation problems in 
communication networks, fragile networks: 
identifying vulnerabilities and synergies in an 
uncertain age, cliques, quasi-cliques and clique 
partitions in graphs, OR challenges arising 
from solving industrial applications, ‘black 
swans’, ‘new Nostradamuses, voodoo decision 
theories, and the science of decision-making in 
the face of severe uncertainty,vehicle routing 
problems with split deliveries, metaheuristics 
for multi-objective optimisation, combinatorial 
benders approaches to hard problems, 
minimising closed curves with constrained 
curvature: the Dubins traveling salesman 
problem, an overview of humanitarian 
(operations) research, and financial risk 
management. 

XIV ELAVIO was held in El Fuerte, Mexico, 
9-14 August 2009, organised by Professors 
Juan Carlos Leyva López (President of the 
organising committee) from Universidad de 
Occidente, Ricardo Aceves from Universidad 
Nacional Autónoma de México, María Auxilio 
Osorio from Benemérita Universidad Autónoma 
de Puebla, Roger Z. Ríos from Universidad 
Autónoma de Nuevo León, Claudio López 
Miranda from Universidad de Sonora, and 
Jorge Navarro Castillo from Universidad 
Autónoma de Sinaloa., all in Mexico. El Fuerte 
is located about 60 km from Los Mochis, in 
the north- western part of Mexico. With its 
beautiful countryside and hot, sunny climate, it 

ALIO (Association of Latin-Iberoamerican Operations Research Societies, http://www.dc.uba.ar/
alio) was created in Rio de Janeiro in 1982. This followed agreements at a meeting, also held in Rio 
the year before, between several IO researchers and practitioners from Argentina, Brazil and Chile. 
At present 11 Latin-American societies (Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Cuba, Ecuador, 
Mexico, Peru, Uruguay, Venezuela) are members of ALIO which also includes the societies from 
Spain (SEIO) and Portugal (APDIO).

is the entry point to Mexico’s western mountain 
range. About 120 participants attended the 
summer school: 85 young scholars, 8 lecturers 
and 27 persons from Mexican universities 
involved with the organisation of the school. 
The participants came from 14 different Latin 
Ibero American countries and from Canada, 
Belgium and Norway. Among the young 
scholars, 73 presented their work. The young 
researchers selected by CORS and EURO to 
attend the XIII ELAVIO were: Amin Chaabane 
from Canada; Nicolas Gillis from Belgium and 
Sara Rodríguez from Spain. Mariano Frutos 
from Argentina and María Fernanda Salazar 
Montenegro from Ecuador were the IFORS 
fellows selected among 10 applicants. Carlos 
Coello Coello (Mexico), Eduardo Fernández 
González (Mexico), Héctor Cancela (Uruguay), 
Jorge Navarro Castillo (Mexico), Justo Puerto 
Albandoz (Spain), Roger Ríos (Mexico) and 
Sira Allende Alonso (Cuba), gave tutorials and/
or talks. 

The XV ELAVIO will be held in Pacotí, Ceará, 
Brazil, about 280 km from Fortaleza, from 2 
to 6 August 2010. This is a pleasant mountain 
region in the Atlantic forest, 800 m above 
sea level. It is being organised by Professors 
Marcos José Negreiros Gomes (President of 
the organising committee) from Universidade 
Estadual do Ceará, Manoel Campelo from 
Universidade Federal do Ceará, Dario Aloise 
from Universidade Federal do Rio Grande 
do Norte, and Henrique Pacca Luna from 
Universidade Federal de Alagoas, all in Brazil. 
Detail about the summer school, the invitation 
and the confirmation of professors who will 
give tutorials and/or invited talks will follow. 

The board of ALIO changed in 2010. The new 
IFORS-Vice President representing ALIO for 
the term 2010-2011 is Professor Nair Maria 
Maia de Abreu from Universidade Federal do 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

More details about ALIO activities and news 
can be seen, in Spanish and in English at 
http://www.dc.uba.ar/alio

Horacio Yanasse
VP representing ALIO   
horacio@lac.inpe.br     
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IAOR (International Abstracts in 
Operations Research) published 
volume 60 during 2009. It 
continues to collect the abstracts 
of OR and Management 
Science journals from around 
the world, both printed and 

online publications.  During 
the year there was increased 
usage of the online format and 
IAOR is gradually becoming 
“An electronic journal with a 
print version” after many years 
of print being the preferred 
medium.

The year 2009 marked an 
important transition in the 
collection of abstracts.  Issue 
2 was the last edition to 
be assembled from paper 
submissions, from the 
long-established worldwide 
team of contributing editors.  
From issue 3, all editions have 
been created in a paperless 
way.  Negotiations with journal 
publishers have allowed the 

majority of abstracts to be collected 
directly from electronic files sent by these 
publishers.  These are processed through 
an electronic workbench supervised by the 
editor-in-chief.  Some contributing editors 
continue to supply abstracts from journals 
that do not have the facility to supply 
abstracts to the workbench.   

Despite a number of ‘teething problems’ 
with the workbench, all 8 issues of 
IAOR were published on time during the 
year.  Alongside the development of the 
workbench, the publishers have made 
many enhancements to the online version 
of IAOR, making it a valuable tool for 
researchers around the world.     

David Smith
Editor-in-chief of IAOR  
D.K.Smith@exeter.ac.uk     

The eighth APORS (Association of Asia Pacific 
Operational Research Societies) Conference 
was held at Jaipur Institute of Management in 
Jaipur, India during the period 6-9 December 
2009. With the theme “Operations Research 
for Emerging Economies,” this triennial 
conference was hosted by the Operational 
Research Society of India. The conference was 
held in a historical and beautiful city, Jaipur, 
located 260 km north from Delhi. Jaipur is 
also called The Pink City as it was ‘dressed’ 
in pink in the 19th century. Jaipur has many 
sightseeing spots such as City Palace, Jaigarth 
Fort, Amer Palace, Amber Palace and Fort. 
Approximately 390 participants gathered in 
Jaipur for the conference with the majority of 
them from India.  

On 7 December2009, the APORS Administrative 
Council met and included many representatives 
from member societies such as the Australian 
Society for Operations Research (ASOR), the 
Operations Research Society of China (ORSC), 
the Operational Research Society of India 
(ORSI), the Operations Research Society of 
Japan (ORSJ), the Management Science/
Operations Research Society of Malaysia 
(MSORSM) and the Operations Research 
Society of the Philippines (ORSP). 

Minutes of the meeting follow:

APORS Vice-President and IFORS 1. 
Vice-President Tatsuo Oyama welcomed 
all to the meeting. Everyone introduced 
themselves.

Guests at the meeting were the OR 2. 
Society of Nepal and Iran ORS. Nepal still 
has to file its application for membership 
to IFORS. On the other hand, the ballot 
from the general membership for Iran 
ends on 15 December. Elise del Rosario 
said Iran would be notified soon of the 
results of the ballot.

APORS 09 - Jaipur India: Shown lighting the ceremonial candle: Second from the left: 
Conference Chair Subhash Datta, IFORS IDL Jonathan Caulkins, IFORS President Elise del 
Rosario and IFORS Vice-President for APORS Tatsuo Oyama.

Oyama briefed everyone on the APORS 3. 
history, starting with the first officers and 
the sites of APORS meetings.

ORSC bid for the the next APORS meeting 4. 
in 2012.  

IFORS President Del Rosario suggested 5. 
that meetings should be held more 
frequently than triennially, since this will 
lead to more frequent contact among 
members. She cited the case of the EURO 
grouping which meets every year except 
on the year of the IFORS conference.

Ilias Bin Mamat committed to holding the 6. 
APORS meeting in Malaysia in 2010, and 
will confirm this after consulting with his 
society.

Sunity volunteered for ORSN to host 7. 
APORS 2013 and will make this 
official after their application for IFORS 
membership is approved.

Janny Leung was asked to brief everyone 8. 
on the IFORS Australia 2011 conference. 
She discussed the programme and 
encouraged everyone to submit papers 
and attend the conference. She was 
supported by Baikunth Nath who is part 
of the local organising committee. 

Another regional initiative, the annual 
Symposium on Operations Research and Its 
Applications (ISORA 2010), organized by 
the Asia-Pacific Operations Research Center 
(APORC) under APORS and the Chinese 
Academy of Sciences (CAS), will be held in 
Chengdu in China’s central southern province 
from 20 t0 24 August  2010. ISORA is a series 
of international symposiums which seek to 
provide an international forum for scientists, 
researchers, educators, and practitioners in 
OR/MS to exchange ideas and approaches, to 
present research findings and state-of-the-art 
solutions, to share experiences on potentials 
and limits, and to open new avenues for 
research and developments on issues and 
topics relating to the theories and applications 
of OR. Schedules for this activity are as 
follows:

Deadline for abstract submission: 30 •	
April 2010

Notification of acceptance: 31 May •	
2010

Deadline for early registration: 15 July •	
2010

More details on the ISORA can be seen at 
http://www.aporc.org/ISORA/2010/M. 

Tatsuo Oyama
VP representing APORS  
oyamat@grips.ac.jp     
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The two societies that make up NORAM (North America) continue to be active. 
This year, INFORMS (USA) and CORS/SCRO (Canada) held a joint meeting in 
Toronto in June and attracted more than 800 participants. Highlights included 
plenary lectures by Gilbert Laport (HEC Montreal, Omega Rho lecture), Richard 
Karp (Berkeley, IFORS Distinguished Lecture) and Steve Gallivan (University 
College London, CORS Harold Larnder Memorial Lecture). There was a 
competition for Student Papers with winners Sachin Jayaswal (University of 
Waterloo, Student Paper Competition Open Category) and Chen Chen (University 
of Toronto, Student Paper Competition Undergraduate Category).  The 2009 
CORS Practice Prize went to Andrea Cameron, Corinne MacDonald and 
Eldon Gunn for “Improving Production and Inventory Planning for Scotsburn 
Ice Cream”.  The Omond Solandt Award winner for an organization making 
outstanding contributions to operational research in Canada went to Maplesoft.  
The 2010 CORS/SCRO conference will be held on 25-28 May  in Edmonton, 
Alberta, in conjunction with MITACS, an organization that links universities with 
businesses, governments, and not-for-profits in Canada. 

INFORMS held its annual meeting in San Diego in October, attracting 4 
000 participants. Plenary speakers included Hau Lee (Stanford, Omega Rho 
Lecture), Richard O’Neill (Federal Energy Regulatory Commission), Irwin Jacobs 
(QUALCOMM), and Yossi Sheffi (MIT). The awards made by INFORMS included 
the following:  Nitin Bakshi (London Business School) received the George B 
Dantzig Dissertation Award, Cong Shi (MIT) won the George Nicholson Student 
Paper Competition, and Mark Daskin (Northwestern) and IFORS VP Michael 
Trick (Carnegie Mellon) received the George E Kimball Medal for service to the 
field.  Trick’s citation noted the important role IFORS plays in the world of OR. 
One interesting new award was a student competition: “Doing Good with Good 
OR”, won by David Hutton (Stanford) for his work on cost-effective hepatitis B 
screening. INFORMS’s next annual meeting will be in October in Austin, Texas.  

Plans are underway for a joint meeting between INFORMS and ALIO (Association 
of Latin-Iberoamerican Operational Research Societies, an IFORS regional 
grouping) in Buenos Aries, Argentina on 6-9 June 2010. 

IFORS Meetings Report
Being the year after the triennial meeting, 2009 was a quiet one for meetings. 
Plans are well underway for the 2011 conference in Melbourne, Australia. Janny 
Leung is hard at work putting together the program, while Patrick Tobin and his 
organizing committee are working on details needed for a successful conference.  
The theme of the conference is “World OR: Global Economy and Sustainable 
Environment”.  A contingent from IFORS visited Melbourne in September and 
returned very impressed with the facilities and city. This should be an outstanding 
conference!   

The Spanish Society of Statistics and Operations Research (SEIO) was selected 
as host for the 2014 conference, with Barcelona as the proposed site. A group 
from IFORS spent three days in November visiting possible site locations, and 
some excellent facilities were identified.  The next step is to identify a Program 
Chair, which will be done in 2010. 

IFORS Distinguished Lecturer Report
The IFORS Distinguished Lecturer is a program to encourage international 
cooperation in OR and to recognise successful and influential OR peers. Three 
IFORS Distinguished Lecturers were appointed in 2009. Richard Karp was the 
IDL for CORS-SCRO/INFORMS Toronto with a lecture titled “Three Combinatorial 
Problems in Computational and Genomic Biology.” Christos Papadimitriou was 
IDL at EURO 2009 in Bonn, speaking on “Computing Equilibria”.  Jon Caulkins 
presented on “Providing a Scientific Basis for Managing Illegal Drug Problems” in 
Jaipur, India at the APORS conference. The breadth of the presentations by this 
year’s IDLs attests to the good health of our field.   

For 2010, the following IDLs have been appointed: in June, Garrett van Ryzin 
will speak at the CLAIO/INFORMS conference in Buenos Aries and Nobel-prize 
winning economist John Nash will be the IDL for the EURO meeting in Lisbon, 
Portugal in July.

Michael Trick
VP Representing NORAM, trick@cmu.edu     

ITOR 2009 
Annual Report 
ITOR (International Transactions in Operational Research) 
published volume 16 during 2009. The journal received 140 
submissions and published 42 papers in six editions during the 
year. These numbers show a steady evolution of the journal, 
with all indicators improving along the past three years, as 
summarised in the table below:

Submissions Papers published Pages printed

2006 - 25 584

2007 87 35 600

2008 139 38 782

2009 140 42 848

All six editions of ITOR were published on time during the year, 
with five of them printed even ahead of the cover date. The 
time from receipt at Wiley-Backwell to publication averaged 
128 days in 2009. 

The countries with the most submissions have been India 
(19), Brazil (16), Iran (10), the United States (9), France 
(9), Portugal (7) and Canada (6). The overall acceptance 
ratio was 27%. Two special thematic issues were published 
in 2009: “Block-action methods in nonlinear programming” 
and “Cutting, packing and related problems”. Two others have 
been finalised and will appear in 2010: “O.R. and Ethics” and 
“Applied Combinatorial Optimization”. All special editions have 
been very successful and instrumental to attracting a high 
number of quality submissions.  

ITOR’s electronic editorial office powered by Manuscript Central 
has been in full operation since January 2009, with no problems 
reported to date. All submissions are handled by the system, 
including those for the special editions and for the IFORS Prize 
for OR in Development. Advanced online publication through 
Early View has been very effective, with some papers available 
online more than six months before publication in print. 

ITOR applied for indexation to the Institute of Scientific 
Information (ISI) in May 2009, with a recommendation 
expected for early 2011.  

An addendum to the ITOR contract with Wiley-Blackwell has 
been signed. It releases IFORS from the original constraint 
of 768 editorial pages per annual volume and provides for a 
steady increase in the number of editorial pages allowed each 
year until 2014, and provides for setting new levels in 2013 
already for 2015 and 2016 based on what is known in 2013. 
This permits the society to accommodate the increase in the 
number of quality papers, without IFORS having to pay the 
penalty the original contract specified for exceeding 768 pages. 
This addendum stipulates the publication of up to 945 pages 
in 2010 and up to 1 029 pages in 2011. The Addendum also 
extends the otherwise favourable current contract until 2016. 

Wiley-Blackwell has conducted readership campaigns involving 
a free sample edition and key articles, as well as a subject-level 
email campaign offering complimentary access to top-accessed 
articles. These campaigns have had marked impacts on 
readership. The total revenue to ITOR in 2009 amounted to 
£112,826 with a share of profit due to IFORS of £34,578, 
representing a net increase of approximately 45% compared to 
the previous year. The total subscription revenue also increased 
from £77,470 in 2008 to £99,770 in 2009.  

Celso C. Ribeiro
General Editor of ITOR     


